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CONFIDENTIAL USUN NEW YORK 02821 

GENEVA FOR AMBASSADOR YOUNG 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PORG, SF, WA 

SUBJECT: NAMIBIA: ARRANGEMENTS FOR LUANDA MEETING OF 
CONTACT GROUP WITH SWAPO 

1 . SWAPO UN REPRESENTATIVE THEO-BEN GURIRAB INFORMED US 
FRIDAY MORNING, JULY 7, THAT SWAPO WISHED THE FOLLOWING 
SWAPO MEMBERS IN WINDHOEK TO BE PRESENT IN LUANDA FOR THE 
PROPOSED MEETING WITH THE CONTACT GROUP JULY 10-12: 
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- HENDRIK WITBOOI 
ADVOCATE ASER PICKERING 

- REV. FESTUS NAHOLO 

- FRANZ KABANGULA 

- LUCIA HAMUTENYA 

- ANTON KAHUIKA 
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OF THESE SIX, WITBOOI IS UNDER HOUSE ARREST AND NAHOLO 
AND KABANGULA ARE IN DETENTION. (BOTH WITBOOI AND NAHOLO 
PARTICIPATED IN THE PROXIMITY TALKS IN NEW YORK IN 
FEBRUARY.) GURIRAB STATED THAT ONE ADDITIONAL PERSON 
MIGHT BE ADDED TO THIS LIST BUT THAT IT COULD BE ASSUMED 
THAT THE ADDITIONAL PERSON WOULD NOT BE IN DETENTION OR 
UNDER ANY OTHER RESTRICTIONS. 

2. AFTER REPEATED CONVERSATIONS WITH THE DEPARTMENT AND 
THE OTHER CONTACT GROUP MEMBERS HERE, WE INFORMED 
GURIRAB ON BEHALF OF THE FIVE THAT AMEMBASSY PRETORIA WAS 
MAKING THE NECESSARY TRANSPORTATION ARRANGEMENTS FOR 
SEVEN SWAPO MEMBERS TO TRAVEL TO LUANDA IN TIME FOR THE 
JULY 10 MEETING. WE ALSO INFORMED HIM THAT THE FIVE IN 
PRETORIA WERE APPROACHING THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT IN 
AN EFFORT TO OBTAIN THE RELEASE OF THE TWO DETAINED SWAPO 
MEMBERS MENTIONED ABOVE. IN THAT REGARD, WE ADVISED 
GURIRAB THAT WE UNDERSTOOD THAT THE SOUTH AFRICANS HAD 
ALREADY AGREED TO LIFT THE RESTRICTIONS ON HENDRIK WITBOOI 
AND THAT HE WAS FREE TO TRAVEL. 

3. GURIRAB SEEMED SATISFIED WITH OUR ASSURANCE THAT THE 
FIVE WOULD MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO SEE THAT THE TWO DETAINEES 
WERE PRESENT IN LUANDA FOR THE MEETING ON MONDAY. WHEN 
WE BROACHED THE SUBJECT OF WHAT WOULD HAPPEN IF THEIR 
RELEASE COULD NOT BE SECURED, GURIRAB REPLIED, "LET’S NOT 
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THINK ABOUT THAT RIGHT NOW." WHEN ASKED WHETHER THE 
CONTACT GROUP SHOULD DEPART FOR LUANDA TONIGHT AS 
SCHEDULED, GURIRAB REPLIED, "OF COURSE. CERTAINLY." 

(THE CONTACT GROUP THEREFORE PLANS TO DEPART FOR 
LUANDA TONIGHT, FRIDAY, JULY 7.) COMMENT. WE HAVE LITTLE 
FEEL FOR THE IMPORTANCE WHICH SWAPO ATTACHES TO THE 
RELEASE OF THE DETAINEES PRIOR TO THE JULY 10 MEETING, 
PARTICULARLY BECAUSE GURIRAB MAY WELL ATTRIBUTE LESS IMPOR- 
TANCE TO IT THAN THE SWAPO MEMBERS IN LUANDA. GURIRAB HAS 
CAREFULLY AVOIDED SAYING THAT THE JULY 10 MEETING IS 
CONDITIONAL ON THEIR RELEASE AND HAS GIVEN THE IMPRESSION 
THAT IN THE END THE MEETING WOULD NOT BE CONDITIONAL ON 
THEIR RELEASE. SWAPO CLEARLY WANTS US TO PUSH THE SOUTH 
AFRICANS ON THIS MATTER, AND THE RELEASE MAY WELL BE 
CRUCIAL TO THE ATMOSPHERE OF THE MEETING IF NOT ITS 
OCCURRENCE. END COMMENT. 

4. WE SUBSEQUENTLY TELEPHONED SOUTH AFRICAN CHARGE 
ADRIAAN EKSTEEN AND ADVISED HIM OF THE SITUATION. WE 
STATED THAT ONE OF THE FIVE WAS MAKING A FORMAL APPROACH 
TO FOURIE IN PRETORIA ON THE DETAINEE QUESTION AND 
STRESSED THE SIGNIFICANCE WHICH THE RELEASE OF THESE TWO 
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SWAPO MEMBERS COULD HAVE ON OUR EFFORTS. EKSTEEN TOOK 
ISSUE WITH SWAPO'S VIEW THAT THESE TWO PEOPLE WERE 
IMPORTANT TO THEIR CONSIDERATION OF THE FIVE'S 
PROPOSAL, BUT HE RECOGNIZED THAT THEIR RELEASE COULD BE 
SEEN AS A POSITIVE EXAMPLE OF SOUTH AFRICAN DESIRE TO 
FACILITATE A SETTLEMENT. HE AGREED TO REPORT TO 
PRETORIA THE IMPORTANCE WHICH WE ATTACH TO THEIR RELEASE. 

HE ADDED, HOWEVER, THAT, "PEOPLE IN PRETORIA, PARTICU- 
LARLY THE PRIME MINISTER, ARE TIRED OF GESTURES - 
ESPECIALLY WHEN THEY ARE ALL COMING FROM ONE SIDE." 

LEONARD 
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